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FEMINISM (Status & Goals)

Women in Kamala Markandaya’s Novel, Nectar in a

Sieve: A Feminist Reading
Smt. Dipali S. Suryawanshi
Department of English
MVP Samaj’s KSKW Arts, Science & Commerce College, CIDCO,
Nashik
e-mail — dipali.sm1 @ egmail.com

“Man for the field and woman for hearth
Man for the sword and for the needle she
Man with the head and woman with the heart

Man to command and woman to obey”. 1
Alfred Lord Tennyson

For centuries women’s role has been defined by society and
culture. In many countries including India, the picture of women is
almost the same. A Woman is considered as a subordinate and so she has
to be kept in the four walls of the house to look after the children and
household corus. In the above lines of Tennyson, the exact work
distribution of man and woman is defined. Woman supposed to be an
1deal wife, a mother and an excellent home -maker with multifarious
roles in the family. As a wife and mother, she has to follow all required
attributes, she moulds to do all required adjustments and sacrifice in her
life faithfully and obediently without uttering a single word of
opposition, as a result in the patriarchal society, she loses her own
identity and so self-effacement is her normal way of life. She is not
taught to copy male qualities that will make her polluted and demonic.
This picture reminds us of the above lines of Tennyson.

Kamala Markandaya’s first novel, Nectar in a Sieve (1954) is
also the story of a plight of a woman named Rukmani. Kamala
Markandaya is one of the leading post-independence women novelists
who gave voice to women. In her fictional world, in almost every novel
women characters are more prominent than their male co-characters. She
focuses on the women suffering in social, political, psychological as well
as physical and economical ways. At the same time, she has made her
women strong enough to face the problems and tried to overcome
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